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Verellen sofa and club chairs are arranged in an inviting and open living room, 
perfect for taking in the gorgeous coastal views. Sherry layered on the texture, 
combining concrete, natural hewn wood, jute, linen, and cotton. 



NEstiNg 
PlacE

A second home in Wilmington becomes 
the quintessentiAl gAthering plAce 

for some peAce And fAmily time. 

Interior Design by Lisa Sherry | Text by Anne Marie Ashley | Photography by Michael Blevins
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The living room floor plan is open but full of thoughtful individual 
moments. Here, a rattan chair with a fur throw is paired with a 
concrete side table and a bleached-white round coffee table. 
Opposite: Sherry believes that a foyer is an opening salvo that 
introduces the home. Here, an iron-and-wood console, a rough-
hewn rope mirror, a jute rug, an inverted basket lantern, and an 
ombré-textured stool give a warm welcome.
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a 
seaside retreat where family can gather, long after children have grown 
into adults, and watch the new generation grow up seems like the most 
idyllic way to spend the latter half of your life. When clients of Lisa Sherry 
of Lisa Sherry Interieurs came to her, they were empty nesters – though 
far from retirement and still in the thick of busy lives – and looking for 
just such a place. 

 “They really wanted a waterfront retreat that was perfect for weekend getaways and 
vacations,” Sherry explains. “A second home where they could be with their grown children 



A natural stone waterfall countertop covers the 
eleven-foot island in the kitchen and creates clean lines 
and an unfettered view. X-back bar stools add interest 
and texture without overpowering the bright white and 
natural palette. The pendant lights, designed by Sherry, 
are one-of-a-kind chicken baskets that she overturned 
to create the cage-like appearance. 
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and grandchildren.” Her client, Marie Kalil, found a home 
online in Wilmington, right on the Intracoastal Waterway. “The 
home was tired and dated, but it was a great size for us and 
had beautiful views,” Kalil says. The home, however, didn’t 
make the best of the views, so Kalil wanted to open up the 
kitchen and living room to reveal lots of light and unfettered 
sightlines to the coast. 
 To that end, as Sherry puts it, “The walls had to go!” And in 
turn, she created one unified kitchen, living, and dining area that 
was light, bright, and communicated with the coast to create 

a visually stunning scene. “Lisa manages to make perfect in 
the imperfect,” Kalil says, “and can see the beauty that can be 
created from that imperfect.” 
 Sherry adds, “This house is a jewel, formerly a diamond in the 
rough.” Once the walls were gone, a flurry of textures set amidst 
a neutral, tranquil palette was Sherry’s masterplan for creating 
a true gathering space that spoke with the surroundings. “This 
home is all about communication and connection.”
 Sherry’s style is meant to elevate everyday life, but as she 
reminds clients, “It’s not necessarily posh, and it’s never 
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precious. The result is casual and luxurious.” On this 
project, Sherry delighted in the juxtapositions like a 
modern concrete fireplace with a reclaimed wood mantle; 
hand-blown glass and chrome and brass hardware; 
Belgian linens and knit throws. It came together through 
layering textures and adding patterns for interest, tearing 
down walls, and redoing every room of the 3,000 square-
foot home. It was a year-long process that resulted in the 
perfect relaxation haven for a family getaway. 

“This home is 
all abouT 

communicaTion 
and connecTion.”

— Lisa sherry

Left and Right: This bedroom is full of the juxtapositions that Sherry loves. A slipcov-
ered swivel chair is paired with a shiny modern floor lamp, the Verellen peninsula bed 
is crisp and clean with white organic linens, and a round églomisé mirror looks elegant 
with a crisp white dresser styled with organic artifacts.
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 “Relentless editing is the key to any design, especially 
here,” Sherry notes. “Nature is the true star of this home. Why 
compete with superfluous detail? Many of my choices honor 
nature: books, baskets, statuary, macramé, and driftwood objets 
d’art. Other choices are lovely counterpoints, like the shiny 
mercerized lamps on a bedside table.”

 Sherry and Kalil agree that the living space is their favorite 
part of this home. “It has a soul,” Kalil says.  “It’s spacious, 
peaceful, and uncluttered.”u

Opposite and Above: The spa-like bathroom is a mix of organic materials with 
open shelving, teak accents, and polished nickel fixtures. A soaking tub with a 
floor-mounted tub filler is an invitation to wash the day away.


